Trees are productive and upright to upright-spreading. 'Hesse' is adapted to the range of environments of the Central Valley, which is characterized by a Mediterranean climate with hot, dry summers and cool, wet winters. Winter chilling time ranges from 800 to 1200 h. Flowers and fruit are moderately susceptible to brown rot caused by Monilinia fructicola (Wint.) Honey. 'Hesse' performance 'Hesse' clingstone peach [Prunus persica (L.) Batsch] is an "extra late" processing peach with orange-yellow flesh that produces a highquality processed product. The tree is productive in standard and high-density plantings under central California conditions. 'Hesse' is being released to replace lower-quality cultivars that are harvested at the same time as 'Starn' and 'Corona'.
Origin
'Hesse' was the result of a 1973 openpollination of 'Riegels' (Fig. 1) . The seedling was selected at Davis, Calif., in 1977 and tested as breeding line 18,6-60. Due to its good performance in field and processing evaluations, 'Hesse' was propagated and placed in regional trials in Central Valley, Calif., beginning in 1978. The name 'Hesse' is given in honor of Claron O. Hesse, in recognition of his substantial contribution to peach improvement at the Univ. of California, Davis.
Description
'Hesse' fruit are clingstone and nonmelting with a fine texture and good flavor, as judged by us. Fruit shape is uniform, nearly symmetrical, and globose (Fig. 2) . The fruit apex generally is rounded with a slight tip. Average suture diameter is 69 mm. The stem cavity is broad, moderately deep, and oval. The primary ground color is an orange-yellow; 0% to 25% of the fruit skin shows a dull-red blush, often in a striped or dappled pattern. Skin pubescence is slight. Flesh color is a uniform orange-yellow from skin to stone cavity. No red pigmentation is present in the flesh. Fruit ripens with 'Starn' and 'Corona', which are classified in the extra late California clingstone peach maturity group. Leaves are large, dark green, with well-defined and regular crenations. Leaf margins are slightly undulate. The glands are predominantly globose, with petiole glands usually stalked. Leaf gland position is alternate.
Flowers are nonshowy and medium in size. Petals are broadly oval to slightly ovate and light pink. Petal margins are a slightly darker pink and moderately undulate. The entire petal generally is cupped inward. Full bloom occurs Received for publication 2 Oct. 1992. Accepted for publication 12 Apr. 1993. The cost of publishing this paper was defrayed in part by the payment of page charges. Under postal regulations, this paper therefore must be hereby marked advertisement solely to indicate this fact.
in late February at a time similar to that of other commercial cling peach cultivars in central California, where chilling time at <7C compares favorably with that of 'Halford' and 'Starn', which are standard cultivars of similar maturity (Table 1) . Major advantages of 'Hesse' are improved appearance and processed-product color, low occurrence of split pits, and absence of red pigment at the stone cavity. 
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